Disorders of the Hip.
MR imaging has fulfilled many of the dreams of the pediatric radiologist studying the hip: it has allowed depiction of detailed anatomy, evaluation of vascularity and perfusion, determination of synovial proliferation activity in chronic arthritis, and detection of bone marrow changes with great sensitivity. MR imaging also has brought some disenchantments; it lacks specificity, it is expensive and long, and it often requires sedation. MR imaging is operator dependent and hardware and software dependent. Finally, issues of cost-effectiveness and clinical efficacy in comparison with good physical examination and conventional radiography or ultrasound remain unresolved. Demonstration of its cost-effectiveness in the clinical setting is clearly the dominant challenge facing MR imaging today.